Abstract
State, Nigeria (Villiers, 1975; Spawls and Branch, 1997) . The latter species, however, was never found by us during our long-term field research in this African country (Akani et al., 1999) .
The present paper provides detailed ecological data on the Jameson's green mamba in southern Nigeria, and compares the collected data with those available for other large elapid snakes from Africa and elsewhere.
D. viridis ( cf. Villiers, 1975; Reid, 1986, 1990; Spawls and Branch, 1997; Luiselli et al., 1998c) , and possibly by the western green mamba, Dendro- aspis jamesoni jamesoni
The continuous forest zone in southern Nigeria is inhabited by Jameson's green mamba, Elapidae) are relatively well-known (e.g. see Schmidt, 1923; Wakcman, 1955; Isemonger, 1962; lonides and Pitman, 1965; Lloyd, 1974; Pitman, 1974; Villiers, 1975; Branch, 1988; Phelps, 1989; Angilletta, 1994; Branch et ah, 1995, and Much details of both study areas environmental characteristics and climate conditions are described elsewhere (Luiselli et al,, 1998a (Luiselli et al,, , 1998b (Luiselli et al,, , 1998c (Caughley, 1977; Seber, 1982 (1) primary dry forest (PDF); (2) secondary dry forest (SDF);
(3) shrubland (SHE); (4) primary swamp-forest (PSF); (5) secondary swamp-forest (SSF); (6) mangrove (MGR); (7) Reproductive biology The lack of biased sex-ratio in adult green mambas is consistent with data available for many other snake populations studied to date, including green mambas from elsewhere (Phelps, 1989) and other large elapids as well (see .Shine et ah, 1996) .
As previous authorities stated that male and female Jameson's mambas attain similar body sizes (Schmidt, 1923; Isemonger, 1962; Pitman, 1974) , Shine, 1994a (Leloup, 1964) , and male combat and male superiority in body sizes are common among large
Australian elapids (Shine, 1977 (Shine, , 1978 Shine and Covacevich, 1983 (cf. Schmidt, 1923; Isemonger, 1962; Pitman, 1974 Schmidt, 1923; Wakeman, 1955; Lloyd, 1974; Pitman, 1974; Villiers, 1975; Phelps, 1989; Branch et (Branch et al., 1995 (Shine, 1978; 1994b 
